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AN IMPORTANT HERITAGE

It is nearly 100 years since the English-born Australian inventor Lawrence Hargrave
produced drawings of the world's first floatplane in Sydney.

Recognised internationally as one of the first inventors to appreciate the potential of
manned flight, Hargrave experimented with cellular kites more than 100 years ago, and
passed on his knowledge to the Wright brothers of Kittyhawk USA who were to prove that
man could fly.

In 1901 Hargrave began work and trials at Rose Bay of “a trimaran float flying machine”.

This was the sixth full size flying machine to be designed by Hargrave at the family home
situated at 58 Wunnulla Road, Woollahra a residence still standing today as two flats. The
site has been described as “one of the most charming in Sydney, between Lady Martins
Beach and Rose Bay which in later years contained Australia's major flying boat base”.

Beneath the two-storey house, Hargrave had a workshop with a slipway leading down to
the water.

Favoured by independent means, Hargrave was able to spend maost of his life
experimenting with his theories on flight and engine design. But he had a blind spot on the
shape of propellers, and despite the encouragement of fellow inventors to look at this
aspect, he did not incorporate the principles in his designs.

In 1902 Hargrave wrote to a fellow inventor, Chanute, thanking him for a pamphlet in which
Wilbur Wright had described gliding. Hargrave commented: “At last | am located on a
smooth water frontage, and shall have a chance of pushing aeronautics a bit further ... my
apparatus is merely a steamer if it does not lift out of the water, and a flying machine if it
does.”

The trial was not totally successful, but the minor faults did not prevent Hargrave from
sending photographs of his “flying boat” to a fellow inventor, Hollands.

Hollands reply detailed a public offer at the time by Sir Hiram Maxim of 50,000 pounds for a
really practicable flying machine (together with patent rights). Hollands added: “You
certainly appear to stand a better chance of being the first successful candidate than any
other | know of. Why not go in and win? | am sure you deserve to.”

Sadly it was not to be.

Hargrave designed his final aircraft in 1912 incorporating a two-cylinder, two-stroke, water-
cooled engine. The aeroplane was to be fitted with floats.

A fitting epitaph for this brilliant man might well have been one of his own comments: “As
nature provided an example of the infinite number of possible combinations, it is safe to say
that so will it be with flying machines.”

Hargrave died on July 6", 1915 and is buried in Waverley Cemetery.
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WHAT IS A SEAPLANE?

Seaplanes are made up of two types:

()

FLYING BOATS -

In which the fuselage serves
as a hull. These are purpose
built and designed specifically
as seaplanes.

SeaRey Homebuilt Amphibicus Flying Boat

Grumman Goose
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Cessna 180

The Seawind A modern all-composite amphibious flying boat


















